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ITEM NO: 3. 


DATE: AUG 3-, M74 


SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE FIRST LADY PLANS PEKING VISIT 


25X1 A2g 


IMELDA MARCOS-, WIFE OF THE PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT-, 

IS PLANNING A "CULTURAL" VISIT TO CHINA IN MID-AUGUST-, 

25X1X6 

ACCORDING TO FOREIGN SECRETARY ROMULO. 

THE COMPOSITION 

PARTY HAS NOT BEEN DEFINITELY DECIDED-, BUT THAT NO 
SENIOR FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS WOULD ACCOMPANY HER- 
MRS. MARCOS-, WHO CONSIDERS HERSELF HER NATION'S 
MOST IMPORTANT DIPLOMAT-, HAS LONG WANTED TO VISIT CHINA. 
THE TIMING OF HER VISIT IS IN STEP WITH MANILA’S IN- 
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CREASING INTEREST IN IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH PEKING- 
PRESIDENT MARCOS BELIEVES THAT CHINA IS POTENTIALLY AN 
IMPORTANT TRADING PARTNER FOR THE PHILIPPINES-. PARTICU- 
LARLY AS A SUPPLIER OF RICE AND -OIL- 

MARCOS RECENTLY ASSURED THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA-. HOWEVERi THAT MANILA DOES NOT ANTICI- 
PATE FORMAL DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH PEKING ANYTIME SOON- 
MANILA'S CONTROLLED PRESS WILL GIVE CONSIDERABLE PUB- 
LICITY TO MRS- MARCOS' TRIP-. BUT THIS WOULD NOT NECES- 
SARILY INDICATE ANY CHANGE IN MARCOS' "GO SLOW" POLICY 
TOWARD OPENING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CHINA • 

E-Ba IMPDET-H {SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION: EAP DIV AND NIO 

25X1 A9a 


I DATE 
ORIG 
UNIT 
EXT: 


AUG3i IT 7.4 
Hi / WHSS25X1A9a 
CIA OPS CTR 
TOO 


CLASSIFICATIOi 


AUTHENTICATING OFFICER 

COORDINATING OFFICERS 

A:jjpf6veaF R 9f B g^S,e 3 ?PfiP/,q8ai*CJArRDP7aSft'keaB«OO1SO08OOft7PBLT 

CL EY: 008471 




